
P5131.1 
 
 
 
Students 
 
Bus Conduct 
 
 
School transportation privileges are extended to students conditional upon their satisfactory 
behavior on the bus. 
 
Students will be advised that they may be suspended from transportation services for unsatisfactory 
conduct while awaiting or receiving transportation to and from school which endangers persons or 
property or violates a Board policy or administrative regulation. 
 
(cf. 5114/5114.1 - Suspension/Expulsion; Due Process) 
 
Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 
 
   10-186 Duties of local and regional boards of education re school 

attendance. 
 
   10-220 Duties of boards of education 
 
   10-221 Boards of education to prescribe rules 
 
   10-233c Suspension of students 
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R5131.1(a) 
 
 
 
Students 
 
Bus Conduct 
 
Transportation is provided for students according to Montville Board of Education Guidelines. 
Proper conduct is expected by each student, from time of arrival at the bus stop in his/her 
neighborhood, until the student reaches the school, and from the time the student leaves school at 
the end of the day until arrival at his/her neighborhood bus stop. Parents are responsible for their 
children’s behavior on buses/vehicles.  
 
The safety of children is the prime concern of all persons involved in providing safe and efficient 
transportation to and from school. As in all instances where persons gather in groups, some 
regulatory controls must apply in order to preserve the rights and safety to all. The enforcement 
of necessary regulations relating to transportation rests with at least three different agencies:  
the school, the Director of Transportation, and the home.  
 
The following safety rules and general guidelines are expected to be followed by all students 
riding school buses/vehicles:  
 

1. The operator is entirely in charge of the bus/vehicle and is responsible to the Director of 
Transportation and the Board of Education for the safety and conduct of the passengers.  

2. Students will be at their transportation stop in ample time (10 minutes before the 
bus/vehicle arrives).  

3. Students will respect private property (e.g. homeowner, business). 

4. Students will stay out of the road at all times while waiting for the bus/vehicle.  

5. Students will approach the bus/vehicle only after it has stopped.  

6. Students will be courteous to others; and will not push or crowd.  

7. Students will remind the driver when it is necessary for them to cross the street. The 
student will cross at least ten (10) feet in front of the bus/vehicle making sure that the 
student is in sight of the bus driver. The student will look to bus driver for permission to 
cross, that nothing is coming in either direction before stepping into the street and before 
crossing the last half of the street.  

The following code of necessary behavior has been developed for the purpose of promoting 
bus/vehicle and special education transportation safety to its highest degree. Consistent 
compliance with this code of behavior will encourage safe and satisfactory operation of our 
transportation system. Students are expected to follow all instructions given by the bus driver. 
 
1.  Arrive at the bus stop ten minutes ahead of the scheduled bus arrival time. 

2.  Exhibit proper behavior at the bus stops. Fighting and throwing objects will not be 
tolerated. 



R5131.1(b) 
 
 
 
Students 
 
Bus Conduct (continued) 
 
3.  Stand back from the edge of the roadway or on the sidewalk while waiting for the 

bus/vehicle.  

4.  Stand so as not to pose a traffic hazard to people driving past the stop. 

5.  Don’t litter at bus stop or on bus. 

6.  Stay away from the edge of the road and line up single file. Do not approach the 
bus/vehicle until it has stopped moving and the door is open. Wait for the bus driver to 
signal you to board the bus/vehicle.  

7.  If the bus stop is on the opposite side of the street, wait until the bus/vehicle has stopped 
and the red light warning system has been activated. The bus driver will signal to cross 
the street. Look both ways before crossing. Be alert to a danger signal from the driver.  

8.  Remain seated at all times when the bus/vehicle is in motion. Remain in the bus/vehicle 
in the event of a road emergency until instructions are given by the driver.  

9.  Do not endanger yourself or others. Keep books, packages, coats and all other objects out 
of the aisles and away from emergency exits. 

10.  No eating is allowed on the bus.  

11.  Speak and act courteously. Remember that loud talking or unnecessary confusion diverts 
the driver’s attention and could result in an accident.  

12.  Do not make inappropriate gestures or verbal harassment toward pedestrians or people in 
passing vehicles. 

13.  Do not place any part of the body or throw any object out of the window of the 
bus/vehicle.  

14. Never tamper with the bus or any of its equipment. Student/s (parent/guardians) who are 
responsible for ripping seats, breaking windows, defacing the bus/vehicle with markings, 
and for damage to the mechanical equipment of the bus/vehicle, will be held liable by the 
Montville Board of Education for the cost of repairs to the bus/vehicle. 

15.  Wait for the bus to stop before standing. Use the handrail, take one step at a time, do not 
push or shove, and go directly to the school or home after exiting the bus. 

16.  Enter or leave the bus/vehicle at the designated stops. Do not ask the driver to stop at 
places other than the regular bus stop. He or she is not permitted to do this except by 
proper authorization from the bus garage. 

17.  Make sure the driver can see you at all times by stepping away from the bus/vehicle when 
you unload. Stay away from the bus wheels at all times. If you drop something near the 
bus, do not pick it up. Instead wait and ask the driver for help.  

23.  The same rules and regulations must be followed on all bus trips under school sponsor.  



R5131.1(c) 
 
 
 
Students 
 
Bus Conduct (continued) 
 
 
Students who violate school/vehicle rules and regulations will be subject to disciplinary action. 
Individuals in violation of these bus/vehicle misconduct rules are subject to the following 
measures:  
 

1.  Verbal warning or written warning; assigned seat on the bus; and loss of bus/vehicle 
privilege for up to and including 10 days, as imposed by the Principal or his/her designee.  

2.  Serious misconduct or continuous misconduct as determined by the bus driver will be 
reported to the Principal or designee in written form, dated, and signed by the bus driver.  

3.  The Principal or designee will meet with the student and determine disciplinary action. 
Suspension notices will be mailed home. Parents will be contacted by telephone for 
incidents where consequences have been issued. 

4.  Misconduct on the bus or at any bus stop may also be grounds for discipline leading up to 
expulsion from school pursuant to Board Policy on Suspension and Expulsion/Due 
Process.  

 
The Principal or designee may use the following guidelines for bus misconduct for the academic 
year depending on the severity or repeated nature of the offense: 
 

First offense   Warning;  
Second offense  3 day bus/vehicle suspension;  
Third offense  5 day bus/vehicle suspension;  
Fourth offense  10 day bus/vehicle suspension.  

 
Any action which results in endangering the safety of any individuals on the bus/vehicle, 
including the bus driver, may result in revocation of bus/vehicle privileges or other disciplinary 
action, in accordance with the Student Discipline policy of the Board of Education.  
 
In all cases, decisions will be made according to the severity of the offense and administrative 
discretion will prevail.  
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